
Student Name:______________________________________  Date:_______________ 
 
Interventionist:______________________________________ 
 
  
Intervention Schedule (days per week, time per session and group size)___________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Words Their Way Integrity Check 
 
Goal:  Students will learn how to spell and decode new words and improve word 
recognition in general. 
 
_____1.  Interventionist has become knowledgeable about WTW and orthographic 
development by reading the most current (third edition) WTW manual. 
 
_____2. Assess student's orthographic knowledge using the appropriate WTW spelling 
inventory according to the directions in the WTW manual (benchmark testing).   
 
_____3.  Use the feature and error guide to analyze student's spelling and indentify 
student's current spelling stage.  
 
_____4.  Plan instruction based on student's current spelling stage, this may include 
organizing students in a group of students in a similar stage (8-10 maximum students).  
Use the supplementary WTW manuals for materials to plan for each stage.   
 
_____5. Between benchmark testing, to more narrowly focus instruction, unit pretests 
may be administered. If students spell 90% on a spell check correctly, move on the next 
feature.  If students spell between 50-75% of the words correctly, then the words are at 
the instructional level 
 
_____5.  If the student is an ELL, read pages 55-56 in the WTW manual and consider 
using the WTW for English Language Learners Manual as best practice. 
 
_____6. Using the Gradual Release of Responsibility model, meet with students first, 
usually on Monday, for 15-20 minutes to go over the words, clarify any definitions, 
model the word sort for the week and help student make discoveries about the particular 
set of words for that weeks study. 
 
_____7.  Give each student a handout of word cards to cut apart and sort independently 
with clear directions.  Teachers may also choose to make their word sets laminated and 
reusable and collect them at the end of the week. 
 
_____8.  Check in briefly with individual students to look at sorts and clarify if needed. 
 



_____9.  Students write words by categories in word study notebooks. 
 
_____10.  Work with a partner or partners to sort and find more words within authentic 
texts that fit the sound and/or pattern. 
 
_____11. Students may or may not participate in other related WTW activities provided 
in the manual, like games or speed sorts. 
 
_____11..  Monitor growth and learning by assessing the student/s, usually on Friday.  
Options for assessment include choosing 10-15 words of the 24 presented as a spell check 
(call out word and student spells), preparing sentences to dictate that include the words or 
using the WTW, or using the WTW provided spell check at the end of each unit. 
 
_____12.  If students spell 90% on a spell check correctly, move on the next feature.  If 
students spell between 50-75% of the words correctly, then the words are at the 
instructional level and should be retaught and continued practice time should be planned.  
Another opinion would be to slow down the pace of with cycle and include additional 
word sorts for students who need more practice. 
 
 
___13.  Student has attended at least 80% of scheduled intervention sessions 
 
 
___14.  Data including placement test and progress monitoring data has been graphed and 
are readily available for review 
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